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Informing the Future of Higher 

Education

“Ontario is the province with the highest 
fees and will see its tuition and other fees 
climb from $8,474 this fall to an estimated 
$9,483 in 2017-18”

“Students in Ontario pay the highest tuition 
fees compared to the other provinces in 
Canada”

“Undergraduate students in Ontario 
($8,114) paid the highest average tuition 
fees in 2016/2017.”
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$7,539
(StatCan)

- 30% off
- Tax Credits
- OSAP / SAG
- Institutional awards

≈ $4,000
- HEQCO 2014



“The complexity of actual tuition 
is a communications disaster for 
government. In communications, 
simple wins over complex every 
time”

- HEQCO 2014







• create a single major upfront grant — the Ontario 
Student Grant (OSG), starting in the 2017–18 school 
year.

• make average tuition free for students with financial 
need from families with incomes of $50,000 or lower

• work with universities and colleges to implement net 
tuition billing by 2018–19.





Research Questions

Q: Have other jurisdictions 
implemented net billing? 

What lessons can be learned? 

Q: To what extent has “prior‐
prior” year income been 

used? What are the pros and 
cons?



What is Net Tuition?

$7,539

- 30% off
- Tax Credits
- OSAP / SAG
- Institutional awards

≈ $4,000

Sticker Price Tuition 

Net Tuition

Grants & 
Institutional Aid



Have other jurisdictions implemented 
net billing?



Tuition + 
Ancillary 

Fees

(Minus) 
Grants and 

Scholarships 

Net Tuition



Federal 
Aid $

State 
Aid $

Institutional  
Aid $



Costs

Financial Aid Shopping Sheet Template

Grants and 
Scholarships

Net Cost

Loan Options

Performance 
Indicators 



Net Price Calculator





Costs

Grants and 
Scholarships

Loan Options

Net Cost 



College Scorecard

Link to net 
price calculator



College Scorecard

FAFSA 
Application



Lessons for Ontario

• Integration of data and cooperation between 
government, institutions and students is crucial

• The sooner Ontario can provide students with 
information about the actual cost of attending PSE 
the better

• Opportunity to integrate key performance 
indicators within the new OSAP / institutional 
application process



What is “Prior‐Prior” Year Income?

Students apply 
for college or 
university

Fall/Winter
2017

Students enroll 
in the 2018 

academic year

Fall
2018

CURRENT 
SYSTEM (PY)

Students apply 
for OSAP funding 
using tax data 
from 2017 (PY)

Spring/Summer
2018

Tax data 
from 2017 
available

April
2018

SWITCH TO 
USING PPY

Students apply for 
OSAP funding using 
tax data from 2016 

(PPY)

Tax data 
from 2016 
available

April
2017



Other Jurisdictions & PPY



Pros Cons

Earlier information

Simpler application

Less burden on institutions 

Encourage additional 
students to apply for 
financial aid and enroll in 
college

Not as accurate

Could increase 
administrative burden on 
institutions 

Institutions may need to 
finalize tuition fees sooner

Colleges might pressure 
students to make acceptance 
decisions sooner

>



Ontario

Parental income changed by 10% or more for:

48% of all dependent students

64% of dependent students with parental income under $40,000

33% of dependent students with parental income above $100,000

Income from 
2012

Income from 
2013

OSAP 2013 OSAP 2014



Ontario

Student income changed by 10% or more for:

92% of all students

Income from 
2012

Income from 
2013

OSAP 2013 OSAP 2014

Spousal income changed by 10% or more for:

69% of married students




